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Member of Parliament 


TO HI — | 
Correſpondents at ROME. 


GENTLEMEN, 


OUR Cobweb-Artifice, ſet forth 
in a Letter from Rowe, dated 
WY May the 4th, 1732, N. S. and 
ſigned John Angelo Belloni, is 
as ridiculous as D Swifts 
Bandbox-Plot in the Reign of the late 
Queen Anne; we can eaſily ſee that it was 
calculated for the Meridian of Great Britain, 
and with ſpecious Pretences of doing Juſ- 
tice to the plandered Members of the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, and falſe Notions of 
Friend ſhip in general, to alienatz the Minds 
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and Affections of his Sacred Majeſty King 
GeoRGs the IPs Subjects. It is a Com- 
poſition of the Superbe, the Arrog ant, and 
the Stapid; and has met with ſuch an In- 
dignation and Reſentment as that very nu- 
mericat Libel deſerved; and as your fugitive 
Hero takes great Delight in Raree-ſbows, I 
heartily wiſh he had been a Spettator of the 
Aaming Figure it made with his Mahometan 
[*] Sabre, adorned with Rubies and Pearls, 
girded about his Loins. However, I muſt 
acknowledge that your c_ Perfor- 
mance had a miraculous Effect, for it put 
your principal Agent, Fog, and his Non- 
juring mercenary Scaramouches, ' with the 
whole Danverian Tribe to the Blaſb. What 
was your Council of Loggerheads doing 
when you ſuffered ſuch an unlik'd Monſter 
ro come into the World ? Had you conſult. 
ed Old Isfallibility, he would certainly have 
adviſed you to have ſtifled it in the Embryo. 
— Nonſtram, horrendum, ingens, cui forma 
eſt lumen ademptum. | 
Pray, Gentlemen, give my Service to 
the Chevalier of the Ginger bread Countenance, 
and tell him, that the inſolent and audacious 
Letter, which by the unanimous Concur- 
rence of both Houſes of Parliament, was 
burned 
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X A rich Sabre or Scymetre, preſented to him by 
his Fathgr-in-Law, Prince James Sohieski, taken from 
the Turks by King Jobn Sobieski at the raiſing the Seige 


of YVrenrs, 
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burned by the Hands of the Common 
Hangman, has made many more Proſelytes 
than he imagines; and I adviſe him not to 
ſend another from the ſame M int, for if 
he takes a ſecond Step fo very impolitick as 
the former, he may depend upon lofing the 
Hearts of thole poor abandoned Few that 
{till eſpouſe his Cauſe clandeſtinely., 

It I am rightly informed Sigaor Belloni, 
who is the nominal, and may be the rea- 
Bauker of the Kpight Mendicant, when he 
is able to depoſite in his Hands an hundred 
Roma Crowns, which he can jultly call his 
_ own, and his Debts paid; Ifay, if my Infor- 
mation be right, this Signor Belloni boaſts, 
aud offers to prove that he 1s of divine Ex- 
traction, being deſcended in a direct Line 
from Bellona, the old Roman Goddeſs of 
War. Now, Gentlemen, if this be the 
Caſe, he has a Claim by Jure divino to all 


the Territories of the Holy See, and what 
| will become of the preſent Porriff and all 


his Predeceſſors? muſt you not acknow- 
ledge them to have been Uſarpers? and if 
you adhere to your favourite Tenet, you 


| are obliged to aſſiſt him in obtaining the 


Poſſeſſion of his indubitable Right. Bur, 
Maria, what a large Demand has he upon 
Rome for Arrcars! TI am apprehenſive, that 
could your Papa call in all the Peter-Pence, 
which he inſiſts upon to be due to him from 
Great Britain and Ireland, nay, it the Caſtle 


of 
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of Sr. Angelo was filled with Diamonds, 
there would be a vaſt Deficiency in the 
Accompt. Beſides, as this Signor Belloni is 
a Man of a Warlike Diſpoſition, which his 
Name imports, and he muſt needs be ſo 
if his Birth be nor ſpurious, I counſel your 
petit Maitre not to ſuffer him in his Pre- 
ſence; for ſhould he draw his Italian Dag- 
ger, it may caſt the puſillanimous Hero in- 
to Convulſions, and thereby deprive him of 
the Fag· end of Senſe and Reaſon which Na- 
ture gave him; at leaſt, he would certain- 
ly pam pam his Breeches, as a certain Mo- 
narch of the ſame Name did conſtantly 
when he heard the Noiſe of a Cannon, or 
ſaw a naked Weapon. And here by the 
By, I muſt obſerve, that the Cowardice of 
Maſter Jem is the ſtrongeſt Argument 
that ever was brought to prove him to be 
the Son of King James the Second; tho? 
for my Part, I ſincerely declare, that I pin 
my Faith as much upon the Alcoran or 
| Tranſlation, as I do upon your R«n-away 
Chevalier's being the Off ſpring of the un- 
happy Monarch, laſt ment ion'd. is 
I adviſe him alſo, not to ftir out of Lay, 
for a Traumontane Air is more agrecable to 
his weak Conſtitution and Underſtanding , 
than Somerſ-i-houſe, or the Highlands of 


Scotland. You ſee how careful I am in the 


Preſervation of his Health, and if he has 
any Gratitude, he will make a Preſent to 
me when he is able. _ © 

| Let 


of Wit or Reaſon go ſo refticate, when the 
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to be teſiſted by them, 
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Let him avoid for the future the like 
Occaſion he gave of being call'd the Dape of 
Europe, by ſuffering himielf to be a Shuttle- 
Cock, a Tennis. Ball, toſſed about for Diyer- 
ſion, or to ſerve the Turn of any Monarch. 

Would any Man, who has three Grains 


Perſon, on whom he relies for Subſiſtance, 
is on the Margine of the unfathomable 
Abyſs, and expects every Hour to launch 
forth into Eternity? Let me counſel him 
to return ſpeedily, and attend the crazy 
Pont iſf, otherwiſe he may loſe a good Le- 
gacy, and perhaps be ſtruck off from his 
Penſion. 

I adviſe him to get a Patent for Life from 
the gouty Vicar of Ch ſt, to make him 
Superindant of the Curtezans in Rome; this 
is a Place of great Profit, and he will then 
have an Opportunity of furniſhing a Friend 
with a T:t-Bit. "Þ 

If he has a Mind to Sleep in à whole Skin, 


| which I take to be moſt agreeable to his 


femine Nature, I counſel him not to at- 
tempt to ſet a Foot in Great Britain, for his 
Behaviour in the Highlands (for which he 
ought to have hanged his beloved Couſin 
Marr) has exaſperated the Remnant of the 


Friends he had in thoſe Days to ſuch a De- 


rec, that they will be apt to deliver up; 
eſides, the Reward of one hundred thouſand 
Pounds will prove a Temptation too ſtrong 


Let 
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Let him not depend upon the Cavils and 
Bickerings of the Froteliavts, for whatever 
private Piques they may have againſt each 
other in reipe& to Party-Aflairs, yet they 
will never ſuffer Poper) in Great Britain. 
When the Intereſt of their King, their 
Country, and the Subjects are in Danger, 
- they will unite as one Man, and exert them- 


ſelves in their Defence; the Abbey Lands are 


ſo widely diffuſed, that ſcarce a Family of 
Note is without ſome of them, and from 
which they will never part but with their 
Lives: Notwithſtanding what a learned 
Staramonch,, within ten Miles of Hammer- 
ſmith, was pleaſed to affert, viz. That we 
bave had no good Times ſince the Laity were 
permitted to read the Bible, and every Man 
will harte a Cauker in bis Eſtate, till he re- 
Fores the Church-Lands. Here's a Wolf in 
Sheep's Clothing; do not his Words plainly . 
demonſtrate, that he means the Church of 
Rowe ? does he not thereby tacitly acknow- 
ledge himſelf to be a Member of that 
Church? Woe anto you, Hypocrite ) 

I have much more to add, but as the Poſt 
is going out, I have Time only to let.you 
know, that, Gentlemen, you may poſſibly 
| Hear more of me upon this Subject at 

another Opportunity. 3 
There are two Things upon the Carpet 
which J ſhall give you a conſcie Account of, 
viz, the Preparations for War in Spain, or 
as ſome call it, the Spaniſh Armado, and the 

miſerable 


©. 2 
miſerable Affairs of the Charitable Corpora- 
tion in London, which have afforded ſufficicar 
Grounds for Speculation among our Poli- 
ticians, particularly the Mon d-bes, with 
which this Metropolis and the City of Weſt- 
minſter abound, from a Shoemaker in a Garret 
to the Drabs at Billingſgate, the Cynder- 
Wenches in a Duſt-Cart, and the Mumpers in 
a Gen2va-Shop, who think they have as 
much right to box Politicks as a Pedant to 
chop Logick. _ | | 


Ihe Deſign of the Spaniſh Armament is 
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To eludicate this Matter, I muſt have a 
Retroſpect to the Original Charter of that 


Corporation, which was granted in the Reign 


of Queen Anne, and coſt the Proprietor, as 


he has aſſured me, five hundred Pounds. 


The Intent of that Charter or Royal Licence 
was to relieve the induſtrious Poor, by 
lending them ſmall Sums of Money upon 
Pledges at common Intereſt, and to ſupply 

ſuch as were extreamly Indigent without de- 
manding or receiving any Intereſt from 
them; the Capital Stock or Fund for carry- 
ing on this Buſineſs was limited to thirty 


thouſand Pounds. Purſuant hereunto, a 


Houſe was taken in Dake-Street in Weſtmin- 


ſter. where Pledges were left for ſuch Sums 


of Money as the Parties concerned could 
agree ; but by an uahappy Accident, which 
I on purpoſe decline mentioning, the Houſe 
was ſhut up, and another taken in Spring- 
Garden, near Charing-Croſs, but very little) 


if any) Bulineſs was negotiated there for. 


ſome Years. 

The Affairs of the Corporation being ſtag- 
nated, Houſe-Rent, Servant's Wages, . 
unpaid, the Proprietor at laſt took a pru- 
dent Step, 1n aſſigning over his Property in 
the ſaid Royal Licenſe to ſeveral Perſons 
for a valuable Conſideration, reſerving ne- 


vertheſs a Place of Profit to himſelf The 


trading Stock was ſoon increaſed to forty 
thouland Pounds, and from thence to fix 


_ Thouſand, as will appear in _ 


C11} 
ther part of this Letter. The Affairs of 
the Corporation now gained new Life, a Ge- 
neral Court was call'd regularly, as often as 
it was ſpecified in the Patent; Committees, 
and Courts of Aſſiſtants were choſen; a 
Caſhire, other Officers and Servants ap- 
pointed; in ſhort, the Company's Buſineſs 
went {wimingly on, to the great Emolu- 
ment of many who were concerned there- 
in, and very wiſely drew ont in Time, but 
to the great Detrimenr, and even the total 
Ruin ot many fair and honeſt Tradeſmen, 
and others, . . 

Perſons of very great Rank and Figure 
were not aſhamed to be concerned herein, 
beca uſe they could make Ten per Cent. at 
leaſt of their Money; but as Avarice often 
draws a Veil over the Underſtanding of 
thoſe who are greedy of accumulating 
Wealth, even by the moſt ſcandalous and 
indirect Practices, io it fared with ſome of 
the Committee and Aſſiſtants, who in Vio- 
lation of the Truſt that was repoſed in them, 
entered into a Combination, or Copartner- 
ſhip, to enrich themſelves, and impove ih 
a Multitude of his Majeſty's Subjects by 
falſe and ſpecious Pretences. 

Io effeS this notorious piece of Villany, 

the faid Committee-Men and Aſſiſtants 
iſſued out Caſh-Notes and Bonds, without 
the Authority or Conſent of a General 
Court of the Corporation, which was not 
only a Breach of Truſt, but an Impoſition 

ems | Sz: on 
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the Publick, and a principal Cauſe of the 
Loſs ſuſtained by the ſaid Corporation. But 
not content with ſuch fraudulent Actions, 
they proceeded to a further Length, and 
made Reports to the ſeveral General Courrs 
that were called for declaring Dividends, 
that they had caſt up the Company's Ac- 
compts, examin'd their Books, and conſi- 
dered theit Profits, although they had not 
at that Time inſpected the Ware-houſes, to 
ſee whether they had any Pledges that 
would anſwer. the ſeveral large Sums of 
Money leat ; nay, they ſometimes made a 
Report without having ſeen any Accompt 
whatſoever, all which they did on purpoſe 
to induce the General Courts to make large 
Dividends, and thereby give the People a 
falſe Notion of the Value of the Share of 
the ſaid Corporation, that ſome of the Com- 
mittee and Aſſiſtants, I mean the Compl. tters, 
might diſpoſe (as they actually did) of their 
own Shares at an exorbitant Price. 
Having carried on their Villanies for ſome 
Years, they obtained ſeveral Grants or Li- 
cences for augmenting their Capital to three 
hundred Thouſand, and after wards to ſiæ hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds, which they procured 
by Miſrepreſentations and falſe Suggeſtions, 

without any Order from a General Court, 
or Court of Committee, in a clandeſtine 
manner; and after they had obtained ſuch 
Licences from the Crown, they kept them 
ſecret for ſome Months, for the private Ad- 
5 | VV 
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vantage of themſelves, and their Agents, 
during which Time they bought great 
Number of Shares, which they 1old again 
at a very advanced Price. | 


Beſides, contrary to the Intent and Mean- 
ing of the Charter of the Charuable Cor- 


| poration, they empower'd the Officers of 


their Warehouſe in Fenchurch-Street to lend 
Sums of Money upon Pledges, particularly 
John Thomſon was authorized to lend as tar 
as two thouſand Pounds upon one Fledge, 


or more at his Diſcretion. Add to this their 


Remiſſneſs in taking an Account trom Time 
to Time of the ſeveral Goods, Wares, Mer- 
chandizes, Sc. that were ſaid to be made 
to the Corporation, and their neglecting to 
enquire into the Reality and Value ot them, 
ind to inſpect into their Warehouſes. 

Nay, their Omiſſion ſeems to be wilful, 


and calculated on purpoſe to defraud the 


Members of the ſaid Corporation, thereby 
to aggrandize their ill-got Wealth; I fay, 
it ſeems to be ſo, though perhaps others may 
with yery good Reaſon proceed to a further 
Length, and affirm that there is the dg. 
Pretumption- in the World, to believe that 
they premeditated and combined to cheat 
thoſe who were concerned in the Profits 
ariſing, or which ought to have aroſe from 
the Management of the Corporation's Af- 
fairs, provided that the ſame had been tranſ- 
ated with Fidelity and Honeſty. As a fur- 
ther Corroboration of what J have here 


laid 
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laid down, after Mr. Clarke, who was Sur- 
veyor of the Pledges depoſited in the Cor- 
poration's Houſe in Fencharch-Street, had 
made a Report, that the Pledges in the ſaid 
Warehouſe were inſufficient to aniwer what 
was ſaid to have been lent upon them, they 
turn'd him out, without enquiring into rhe 
Truth of what he had reported, (for no 
doubt, but that they very well knew they 
could not contradict, or fallify him in any 

one Article) and did not appoint another 
to ſucceed him; ſo that by this indirect Me- 
thod tiſey furniſhed John Thomſon, one of their 
Accomplices, with many Opportunities to 
defraud the ſaid Corporation. Here I muſt 
obſerve to you, that the Caſhier every 
Tusſday ſhould give in a weekly Account 
of all the Caſh received and iflued, and pro- 
duce the Ballance then in his Hands ; and 
though this was declared a ſtanding Order, yet 
it was neyer duly obſerved. In the Month 
of May 1726, a Surveyor, as before-men- 
tioned, was appointed to inſpect the Ware- 
houſes, and to give a weekly Report to the 
Committee of all the Pledges there, with 
his Obſervations upon them; but in Septem- 

ber following, this neceſſary Officer, who 
was a Cheque upon the Warehouſe-keeper 
Thomſon, was diſcharged, and no other ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him, The Caſhier had 
one Key, the Accomptant had another, and 
Thomſon a third, with different Locks to 
them, but the Keys of the two former _ > 
| taken 


_ 


taken away, and directed to be delivered 
to one Lovel, a Meſſenger to the Com- 
pany, by Tbomſ ons own Motion; but 
even this Shadow of Cheque was never put 
in Execution, for all the Keys remained in 
the ſaid Thomſow s own Hands till the Day 
of his Departure, The Accomptant, or 
Caſhier, was ordered to give in a weekly 

Account to the Regiſter of all Notes ifvet 
on Pledges, with their Numbers, Sums and 
Dates; it was afterwards order'd that all 
Pledges, made to the Corporation, ſhould 
be enter'd in a Book, to be laid upon the 
Table as ofren as the Committee of Ac- 
compts, or the Gentlemen of the Day, 
who attended in the Houſe, ſhould meet; 

and that the Date of the Times when each 
Pledge was taken in, and the Place where 
it was depoſited, as alſo of the Redemption 


or Renewal of the fame, ſhould be ſet forth 
in that Account. 


If theſe neceſſary Cheques had FIFe w 
ſerved, had-not 2 of them (by e 
Order) been taken away, and all 5 — 
render'd ĩneffectual, the Affairs of the Cor- 
poration could never have been reduced to 
the unhappy Situation they were in at the 
Time of Thomſon's withdrawing himſelf de 
Pond Sea. 


But this is not all Thomſon, not ſatisfied 
with the whole Truſt repoſed in him, as to 
the Pledges, the Caſh he thought ought to 
be in his Hands too; and truly a better Me- 


thod 
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thod could not have been deviſed to ef | 


it chan chat which was taken. The Com- 
mitree ſuffer'd him to certify for himſelf; 
there is now no body 
Warehouſe, and ſo J Ihomjon certifies 
tor John Thomſon, that he has left tuch a 
Pledge in the Warehoule, i. e. with himſelf, 
worth ſo much, and this was allowed to the 
amount ot Thouſands at a Time. 5 

Is it not agreeable to common Reaſon, 
that the Managers were bound to look i into 
the Behaviour of the Under-Servants, whom 
they had placed in their ſeveral Stations! ? 
Surely it will be allowed, that they ought 

to have done this from the Tie of the Truſt 
that was repoſed in them, and from the 


nad made; and though it cannot be ex- 
pected that the Directors ſhould be anſwer- 
Able for every Slip of thoſe they took into 


the Service of the Company, 82 ever 


rational Man will conceive it to 


22 on them, to have had a . 
ye over their AQtions: and if through the 


Nees ence of the Managers, Servants have 
had Opportunities of d- rauding the Com- 
pany, ſuch Directors could nor reaſonably 


10pe a Pardon; or could they expect to 


eſcape unpuniſhed, it thoſe Frauds were 


carried on by their Connivance, or if they 


complotted with them to embezzle the 
Company's Stock, or appropriate any Part, 
more-or leſs, to their own Uſes; which has 
been proved _ them. 


left to inſpect the 


rticular Obligation of the Choice they 
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But perhaps it may be asked by way 
of ObjeQion to what I have ſaid, how came 
theſe Men, the Ramp of a Committee and 
Aſſiſtants, to be inveſted wirh fuch Power ? 
To this I anſwer, that they had no legal 
Power; that they ated by Uſurpation, and 
in a baſe, ſcandalous and private Manner, 
Tis true indeed, that in the Year 1725, 
the General Court came to a Reſolution to 
proceed upon the Buſineſs of the Corpora- 
tion, viz. to lend Money upon Pledges, to 
hire Warehouſes, to make By-Laws, ap- 
point Officers, and perform all other Things 
that were neceſſary ; and a Committee was 
appointed to do all theſe, and to lay them 
before. the ſaid General Court for their Ap- 
probation and Conſent, But they proceed- 
ed to appoint Officers, and change them at 
their Pleaſure, and to make Orders for the 
Management of the ſaid Corporation's Af 
fans, without communicating the ſame to 
the General Court, or having their Appro- 
bation; from whence it evidently appears 
that they acted in a very arbitrary and un- 
juſtifiable Manner. 3 
They permitted the Borrowers to tranſact 
Buſineſs for them by their Agents, and 
truly theſe Agents were the Servants of the 
Corporation, who no doubt found their Ac- 
count in negotiating the Affairs of the Bor- 
rowers, and procured for them, as it is 
high probable, more Money than they coud 
otherwiſe have procured upon their Pledges, 
I mult here obſerve to you, that one R:chard 
C  _ Wooolizy 
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Woolley and Thomas Warrca were the Agents, 
and likewiſe aiding and aſſiſting to, and no- 
torious Accomplices with the before- men- 
tioned John Thomſon, who was impower'd 
by the ſaid Committee, by a Writing under 
any one of their Hands, to lend one or two 
thouſand Pounds upon a ſingle Pledge, or 
any further Sum at his Diſcretion; ſo that 
by this Method of proceeding, he might 
draw upon the Caſhire for what Sums he 
pleaſed, pretending that he had ſufficient 
Security in his Hands for the ſame. 

Upon an Examination of the Entries 
made in the Books of che ſaid Corpora- 
tion, in the Year 1725, it appears that 
there is lent upon Pledges as there charged 
the Sum of three hundred and ſixty nine 
thouſand and fixty nine Pounds, eleven 
Shillings and eight Pence Farthing; but 
upon a ſtrick Enquiry and Survey taken of 
the goods which were found in the Ware- 
houſes, and ought to have anſwered that 
Sum at leaſt, they amounted ro no more, 
upon Valuation impartially made, than for- 
ty thouſand Pounds. In the Month of 
Febraary 1731, the Capital Stock of the 
Charitable Corporation amounted to three 
hundred fifty three thouſand eight hundred 
and ſeventeen Pounds ten Shillings, and in 
Notes and Bonds iſſued forth by the truſty 
Committee-Men and Aſſiſtants, and then 
ſtanding out, was one hundred and forty 
five thouſand eiglit hundred and ſeventeen 


Pounds. 
Would 
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Would not any reaſonable Man expect 
that the molt diligent Care ought to have 
been taken in the Management of ſuch large 
Sums of Money, and that they ought to have 
had Pledges and other Securities to fatisiy 
the Principal and legal Intereſt? but the con- 
trary happened. for upon an Inſpection in- 
to the Pledges, which ought to have made 
good the ſame, they amounted to no more 
than ſeventy ſeven thouſand five hundred 
and ſeven Pounds, three Shillings and Two- 
pence Three Farthings, ſo that there re- 
mains a Lols of four hundred and twenty 
one thouſand eight hundred twenty five 
Pounds, Six Shillings and Nine-pence One 
Farthing, 

Thus, Sir, you fee what a large Sum of 
Money has been loſt or embezzled by the 
| Negligence, Fraud, or Connivance of thoſe 
Committee-Men and Aſſiſtants, who took 
upon them the Care and Management of the 
Corporation's Affairs; and who in Equity 
and Juſtice ſhouid be reſponſable for, and 
make good the Loſs ſuſtained by the unfor- 
tunate Adventurers, but thoſe very Com- 
mittee-Men, Aſſiſtants, and their Copart- 
ners, Agents, and Accomplices, as far as 
their Eſtates and Effects will extend, who 
have plunder'd ſo many of their Fellow- 
Subjects, and Shipwreck'd innumerable Fa- 
milies? A Parliamentary Emetic is the only 
Specific to make thoſe ravenous Animals dil- 
gorge what they have ſo voraciouſly taken, 
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They have ſtrip'd poor People to the 
very Skin to feed their inſatiable Avarice, 
and managed their Affairs in the moſt clan- 
deſtine Manner, committ ing Extravagancies 
that would make them liable to the ſevereſt 
Stroke of Juſtice in any other Country ; and 
I think truly that their beſt Comfort is not 
to ſurvive their Deſtiny, and their greateſt 
Miſery will be, if they our-live themſelves, 
to ſee their Familics buried in their Ruins, 
and all the Advantages of their Fortune 
turned againſt them, like an Army diſſipated 
with the Fury of its own Cannon. 
Surely I may ſay, without being charg'd 
to ſpeak raſhly, that the Innocency of thoſe 
Dr agooning Committee-Men, Aſſiſtants and 
A complices, did not laſt fo long in the Cha- 


ritable Corporation as the firſt Man's did in | | 


the terreſtrial Paradiſe , though they were 
not wicked before, yet they believed they 
ought to be /o, and therefore reſolved to rid 
themſelves of their Conſciences, that with 
leſs Incumbrance, they might cram their Purſes 
with the Spoils of thoſe whoſe Money they 
had under their Management. They looked 
upon themſelves to be rare Alchymiſts, and 
expected nothing leſs than the Phzloſopher”s 
Stone, when they had ſet ſo many Furnaces 
on Work; but would not one think it Bed- 
lam Folly, that Men, ſufficiently warned by 
Experience of their own Times, ſhould ad- 
venture on the lite dangerous Precipices, on 
which all that went before broke their 


Necks? But we muſt remember that Ava- 
rice 
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rice deludes the Imagination, and never per- 
mits its Votaries to look down on the 
Wrecks, ſbatter d Fortunes, and infamous Me- 
mories of their Predeceſſors. Few have the 
Wiſdom to foreſee how hard it is in the 
Management of much Treaſure to purſue 
honeſt and ſafe Maxims, and what Reſolu- 
tion is required for them to be innocent. 
Their Courſes were violent, their Pace was 
full Speed, all to them was Plunder, all Prey; 
they firſt riſled the Ship they failed in, and 
then wilfully ſtranded ber, in hopes to con- 
ceal their own Robberies; in ſhort, having 
undermined the Fortreſs, they by piece- 
meals diſmantled it, the whole Frame ſhak'd, 
and they would afluredly have laid it in a 
heap of Ruins, had they not been timely 
diſcovered; and I make no doubr, but th 
would have greatly rejoiced to have ſeen 
their Warehouſes, with all the Effects in 
them, and the Books of Accompts in a 
Flame, if they could have trip'd off in the 
Combuſtion with the Spoils they had taken. 
Can theſe Men expect leſs than the Execra- 
tions of all thoſe unhappy Sufferers, who are 
reduced to a State of Beggary by their 
' Frauds and Corruption? 
The Scheme of their iniquitous Proceed- 
ings had been carried on for ſome Years, 
and to enumerate all the Wiles and Artifices, 
all the little mean Shifts they uſed to ſeduce 
and draw in unwary Perſons to purchaſe . 
Shares, "would ſwell this Letter to a large 
Volume. If they could find out a young 
Gentle. 
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Gentlewoman who had a Fortune, they pre- 
ſently worm d themſelves into her Acquain- 
tance, and under a Mask of Friendſhip, 
would daily b into her Ears the great Pro- 
fit that ſhe might make of her Money by 
placing it in the Charitable Corporation; nor 
did they deſiſt *cill the poor credulous Maid- 
en, buoy'd up with the Hopes and ExpeQa- 
tion of increaſing her Portion, follow'd 
their pernicious Counſel. They laugh'd in 
their Sleeves to ſee how they had trepan'd 
her, and impos'd upon her Ignorance, and 
ſhe (too late, alas!) was made ſenſible of 
her Error. | 

Happy, thrice happy had it been for many 
Families, if the Charter of the Charitable 
Corporation had been diſannull'd in the laſt 
Seſſions of Parliament, according to the 
Prayer of the Petition of thoſe worthy Ci- 
tizens, who requeſted that the ſaid Charter 
mizht be abloiſhed. 

The lending larger Sums of Money upon 
Pledges than any Goldſmith or other Perſon 
would have done, was attended with perni- 
cious Conſequences that affected the Trad- 


ing Part of the Nation, and gave great En- 


couragement to many, who before were 
one ſt and induſtrious, to cheat their Creditors, 
and run into Extravagance. It was a com- 
mon Practice to take up Wares, or what- 
ever Commodities they lik'd beſt, and give 
Notes payable at the Expiration of ſix 


Months, and preſently convey thoſe Com- 


modities to the Warehouſe of the Charitable 
Corporation, 
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Corporation, where they by themſelves, or 
their Agents, pledg'd them tor very near 
the Sum which they ovght to have paid for 
them; but when the Creditors came in Ex- 
pectation of receiving the Money due to 
them, to their great Surprize and Diſap- 
pointment, their Debtors, who before uſed 
to make punctual Payments, declared them- 
ſclves to be inſolvent, or elſe abſconded; 
they knew that a Commiſſion ot Bankrupt- 
cy might ſet them free, or in caſe they taiPd 
therein, then their dernier Reſort was to with- 
draw to France or Holland, where they were 
ſure of meeting with good Encouragement, 
if they would work. 8 
Thus, Sir, you ſee that the fair Traders 
became Sufferers by the Miſmanagement of 
the Committee-Men, and the Aſſiſtants of 
the Charitable Corporation, though no ways 
perſonally concerned with them; the Na- 
tion likewiſe ſuffer'd by being deprived of 
its Handy-Craftſmen and other Tradeſmen; 
and their working in foreign Countries, and 
teaching their Arts to others, muſt neceſſa- 
rily have occaſion'd a Diminution of our 
Trade. 3 | 
I might mention many other Inconveni- 
ences and Diſadvantages that have accrucd 
from their lending ſuch large Sums upon 
Pledges; but ſhall trouble you only with 
one more at preſent, which is this, it has 
encouraged ſeveral Perſons, as well of high 
as low Rank and Figure, to pawn their 
Jewels, Plate, and other Moveables, to ſup- 


port 
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port their exceſſive Gaming, or to diſcharge 
ſuch Debts as were contracted by Gaming. 
Here I havea fair Opportunity of declaim- 


ing againſt that pernicious Vice, which is 


now jo much in Vogue, but this may be 
look'd upon as foreign to my Subject, and 
ſome will be apt to lay, that we have ſaiu- 

tary Laws to abate that ſhameful Itch, that 
is now grown epidemical: I allow this to 


be true, and heartily wiſh that thoſe Laws 


were ſtrictly executed; however, I hope it 
may be agreeable at leaſt to mention the 


Decree ot Alphonſus, the Son of Ferdinando 
King of Spain, when he created the Knights 


ot the Order o the Band, (he and all his 
Children being of the ſame Order) he or- 
dained that no Kzight ſhould preſume to 
play for any Money at Cards or Dice, or 


give his Conſent, or connive at any ſuch 


Play in his Houſe, upon Pain of forfeiting 


his Salary for one Month, and himſelf to 
be baniſh'd from the Court for the ſpace 


of another Month and an halt. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning an un- 
parallePd piece of Arrogance and Havghti- 
neſs in one of the Servants of the Charitable 
Corporation; a poor induſtrious Milk- Woman, 
having ſaved as much Money (the Fruit of 


many a Morning's and Evening's hard La- 


bout) a+ purchaled a Share in the ſaid Cor- 
poration, into which ſhe was unhappily 
cajol'd, hoping it might turn to a good Ac- 
count tor the Sake of her poor Children; 
hearing what Embezzlements had been 


made, 
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made, and fearing with too much Reaſon 
that ſhe ſhould lote her Al, ask*d the above- 
mentioned Fellow what {he ſhould do? the 
Brute, grinning like an Ape, anſwer'd, 1 
know not what you ſhould do, but take a Rope 
and hang yourſelf ——Think you not that 
this Wretch would have made a ſecond 
Nero, if he had the ſame Power? no doubt, 
but if the Woman winced under his Rods, 
he would have ſcourged her with Scorpions; 
and if her Tears grew troubleſome, he would 
have waſhed them away with her Blood; 
for he reckoned it a Weakneſs in him to 
regard the Sighs and Groans of the Widow 
and the Orphans. . _ 

The Sufferers finding that their Grie- 
vances could not be redreſs d by any other 
Method than by Application to Parlia- 
ment, petitioned the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons for Relief, who, to their eternal 


Honour be it ſaid, not only received their 
Petition, but in hopes of making as good a 
Cure as could poſſibly be done, probed the 
Ulcer to the Bottom, and applied the moſt 


healing Plaiſter that they in their great 


Wiſdom and Judgment could contrive. 

. Thomſon and Squire, the latter one of the 
Court of Aſſiſtants, the ether the Ware- 
houſe-keeper, fled beyond Sea, being appre- 
henſive of a Parliamentary Inquiry, but 


| left many of the Corporation's Books behind, 


which, queſtionleſs, have contributed much 
to open the wicked Scene; and as Thomſon 
has not ſurrender'd himſelf at the Day ap- 


D pointed, 
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pointed, he now ſtands as a Felon convia, 
He has carried with him large Sums in 
Money, Notes, Jewels, and other Effects 
belonging to the Charitable Corporation, and 
thoſe who were concerned therein; and 
though - the Right Honourable Sir Robert 
Saton wrote to his Correſpondent af Paris, 
and procured Letters from the Secretaries 
oi State to the Miniſters reſiding at foreign 
Courts, to cauſe the ſaid Thomſon to be 
ſecured, yet ſo ſpeedy was he in his Flight, 
that he arrived fafe at Rome, 

I know not any thing more common in 
Nature than, * one Accomplice in 
fraudulent Actions has ſav'd himſelf by 
Flight, for the others to charge him with 
all the Guilt; juſt ſo it happens with Ihomſon; 
they with whom he acted in Copartneri hip, 
and was an Accomplice, would ſaddl I 
the Loſs that has been ſuſtain'd, and the 
Embezzlements that have been made, upon 
him, hoping thereby ro caſe themſcives of 
their own Load. But let every Man bear 
his own Burthen ; Thomſon has as much as 
he can ſtand under, and that he has been as 
notoriouſly guilty as any of them, 1s what 
(I believe) no Man will offer to gain- ſay; but 
I ſee no Reaſon why he ſhould be charged 
with the Delinquencies of others, who are 
as deep in the Mire as he is. 5 


T have another Thing, Sir, with which I . 


muſt acquaint Lors which has ſurprized 
many, and afforded much Laughter to 
others, I mean a Letter written from Rome, 
dated 
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dated May 4, 1732. NM. S. which was direct- 
ed to the Committee, to whom the Petition 
ot the Proprietors of the Charitable Cor- 
poration for the Relief of induſtrious Poor, 
by aſſiſting them with ſmall Sums upon 
Pledges at legal Intereſt, aſſembled in their 
General Court, was referred; or incaſe the 
ſaid Committee did not ſubſiſt, to Sir Robert 
Sutton, Sir John Shadwell, Waiter Mol worth, 
Doctor John Mowbray, or ſome one of them 
at London, and ſigned John Angel» Belloni, 
which was enclos'd to Sir Robert Sutton's 
Correſpondent at Paris, from whom the 
ſaid Sir Robert receiv*d, and deliver'd it ac- 

cording to the firſt Part of its Directions. 
This Letter is calculated to impoſe upon 
the Parliament, and under a pretended No- 
tion of Friendſhip, to beguile thoſe who 
have been Loſers by the Charitable Corpora- 
tion; it is a glaring Libel, and begins with 
an Air of Authority, aſſerting that John 
Thomſon is ſecured in the Caſtle of St. Angelo, 
though ſome People look upon it to be a 
Contrivance of the ſaid Thomſon, for an Of- 
fer is made therein of reſtoring the Books 
and Papers of Thomſon, upon Compliance 
with ſome Things which are there propos'd, 
but yet does not pretend to give up the ſaid 
Thamſan upon any Account; and yet, with 
a ſpecious Pretence, it is inſinuated that he 
Is impriſon'd for the Crimes he has com- 
mitted; and what corroborates the Opinion 
of many, that it is a fictitious Letter of 
1homſon's own framing, is, that it aims at 
+ a nothing 


w 


( 28 ) 


nothing but to get an Indempnification for 


himielf and his Accomplices, without mak. 


ing any Reſtitution or Satisfaction to the 


Perſons that are injur'd. In ſhort, the whole 


is a mere Rhapſody, a factious and contus'd 
Heap of down-right Inſolence and Abuſe. 
Both Houſes of Parliament reſented this 


Letter with a Spirit and Zeal of true Britons, 


and ſincere Lovers of their King and Coun- 
try; and having to their everlaſting Glory 
condemned it to the Flames, (the Fate it 
merited) it was this Day burnt at the Royal 
Exchange, by the Hands of the Common- 


Hangman, in the Preſence of the Sheriffs of 


London, who were order'd to ſee the ſame 
put in Execution. Numerous were the 
Croud of Spectators on this Occaſion, who 
with cheartul Countenances, and repeated 
Huzza's, and with repeated Acclamations 


of Long live King George, expreis d their 


entire Satisfaction; and as a further Teſti- 
mony ot the Citizens Joy on this Occaſion, 
a Peal was rung with the twelve muſical 


Bells, ſet up in the Steeple of St. Michael's 


Church in Cornbill. 
Iam thoroughly perſuaded, that this Af- 
fair will make a great Noiſe in Rome, the 
like not having happen'd for many Years, 
and therefore occaſion many to be the more 
inquiſitive about it, eſpecially when they 
hear that it was done by the ananimous Or- 
ders of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and the Commons of Great Britain. 1 pro- 


miſe myſelf, that it will not be acceptable » 
— 


J 


— 
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the Enemies of our moſt Gracious Sovereign 


King GzorGE the Second; but yet will re- 


Joice his Loyal Subjects abroad, as it has done 


thoſe at home; and more particularly when 
they ſhall be inform'd with what Zeal, 


Chearfulneſs, and Loyalty, both Houſes of 
Parliament ſo harmoniouſly concurr'd to 


ſhew their Reſentment againſt a Tranſaction 
that clandeſtinely reflected upon their Coun- 
try; as it Tranſgreſſors, of what Station ſo 
ever, would be permitted to go unpuniſh'd. 
I have therefore been as conciſe in my Nar- 
ration as the Subject would permit, and 
hope I have enabled you thereby to ſatisfy 


any Inquirer in relation to theſe Facts, 
which has been the ſole Motive of giving 
E the Trouble of a long Letter at this 


uncture, which I hope will be ſeaſonable, 
and that you will-look upon it as coming 


SIR, 


from, 


London, Friday, Yoar ſincere Friend, | 
May, 1732. and moſt bumble Servant. 


P. S. If the late Managers of the Cor- 
poration's Affairs had acted with that Up- 


rightneſs and Integrity as they ought to have 
done, particularly in regard to the Oath they 
hadzꝭtaken, they might have with Eaſe pre- 


vented Thomas Hodgſon, a Servant of George 
Robinſon, from borrowing (as charged) no 
leſs than twenty two thouſand Pounds in 
one Day, and Nathaniel Lovel, a menial 

= Servant, 
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Servant, from borrowing (as he is enter'd) 
no leſs than two thouſand five hundred 
Pounds another Day. Beſides, by their 
neglecting to inſpect the Accompts, pur- 
ſuant to the Truſt repoſed in them, Richard 


Woolley, Thomas Warren, Francis Thomſon, 


John Thomſon, Thomas Thomſon, George 
Robinſon, Thomas Hodgſon, Thomas Leafe, 
Nathaniel Lovel, David Avery, Thomas 

ones, James Graham, and George Crook- 
Tant, one half of them Perſons belonging 
to the Corporation, and moſt of the reit 
wholly unknown, are Borrowers of no leſs, 
inPrincipaland Intereſt, than three hundred 
fixty four thouſand four hundred eighty nine 
Pounds, five Shillings and Six-pence, The 
Officers of the Corporation could not have 
run any great Lengths towards'the Ruin of 


the Proprietors, had not the Directors (ſome 


through Ignorance, or ſupine Negligence, 
or indeed from worſe Morives) contributed 
to it, by leaving every thing at their Diſ- 
cretion. Had the Managers, as they ought 
to have done, in common Juſtice to the 
Proprietors, and in Diſcharge of the Truſt 
they had accepted, either from Time to 
Time inſpected the Company's Books, or 
examin*d their Warehouſes; nay, had _ 
not moſt unwarrantably taken away thoſe 
prudent Cheques upon the Officers, which 
upon the firſt Out- ſet of the Company were 


wiſely inſtituted, theſe palpable Frauds and 


Abuſes could not have been committed. 


The 


i 


* 1 c g 
— —— 
* 


. — — — 
. 


| 3 
The Managers, who enter'd into a Co- 

partnerſhip to enrich themſelves by pillage- 
ing the Proprietors, labour'd to be choſen 
Directors, with the Induſtry of Men who 
were ſeeking Places of Profit, not of Truſt; 
and were 1o aſſiduous in their Buſinels, 
whilſt the Warehouſe-kecper Thom/ox con- 


tinued in his Office, and whilſt the Com- 


pany's Caſh was not quite exhauſted, that 
they could then attend their Affairs punctu- 
ally, and rather than fail one Day, hold 
their Meetings even on Sundays; but when 
the Scene was alter'd, and the Caſh vani ſh'd, 
their Diligence vani{h'd with it. 

At their laſt Re-Election, they accepted 
the Truſt of the Company's Affairs with 


much Reluctance, for they were ſure they 
could find no further Advantage in it; and 


ſince that Time, they wholly deſerted the 
Service of the Corporation, nor would they 
condeſcend to attend at the Board, in order 
to the Redemption of the fe remaining 
Pledges, or to the Sale of the Goods liable 
to receive Damage by their Neglect. Nay, 
what carries with it the blackeſt Aſpect 
on their Side is, that they diſregarded, 
and artfully ſlighted repeated Summons's 


to attend the preſſing Buſineſs of the Ojy—- 


fice, as well as the affixing the Sale to the 
Proprietors Petition to the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons. In a Word, the Soath- 


Sea Directors, though they exceeded the 
Plunderers of the Charitable Corporation in 
the Weight of their Offences, yet they 

Sh fell 


Miet detiboy d ene Root, 
N Branches A be 3 Awigeg 8 
de ſatisfied n 


Ry 55 


oY 


* 


L 
Fr 
, 


"_ 
©, 
. 4 i" ad 


5 ON 


% 

4 EE WOE 
* | * 1... 

+ rr — 

3 3-4 F * 4 233 KY 4 ap 

4 * 


2 . Fd 
- * 4+ 


„ 
"HE 


= „ » 
* 
” as 
- 


: 75 . 1 
* 4. OF 
HS 


=" 


